Update from the “Accelerating the elimination of cervical cancer as a public health
problem — achieving consensus on policy actions for the G7 Health agenda”
roundtable

The G20 & G7 Health and Development Partnership (G20&G7HDP) hosted a high level roundtable on “Accelerating the
elimination of cervical cancer as a public health problem — achieving consensus on policy actions for the G7 Health
agenda” on the sideline of the UNGA79, with keynote remarks from the Italian Minister for Health, Prof. Orazio Schillaci,
representing the current G7 Presidency and H.E. Budi Gunadi Sadikin, Minister for Health for Indonesia

BACKGROUND

Non-communicable diseases (NCDs) cause 41 million preventable deaths each year, accounting for nearly 75% of all
global deaths. The estimated economic loss resulting from the five most common NCDs is US $12 trillion annually, more
than the nominal GDP of most countries in the G20. The lack of prioritization and investment in NCDs is allowing a silent
crisis to undermine health and well-being, exacerbate inequities and poverty and impede economic growth and
development. Despite the availability of solutions, policies and capabilities to address many NCDs progress to towards
elimination is still slow.

In many ways, cervical cancer is a prime example of an addressable NCD. Cervical cancer, largely caused by Human
Papillomavirus (HPV), the fourth most common cancer among women, with 570,000 new cases and 311,000 deaths
annually, remains a significant global health threat. In 2018, 676,000 men and women were diagnosed with HPV-related
cancers, with cervical cancer accounting for a large majority in women. Despite investments, global HPV vaccine coverage
remains low, especially in low- and middle-income countries (LMICs), with only 27% of girls receiving the first dose by
2023 and screening and treatment rates far below targets as well.

Through the WHO, for the first time ever, the world has committed to eliminate a cancer. G7 and G20 nations are in a
strong position to take a lead at home and abroad in meeting this commitment. WHO’s 2020 "Global Strategy to Accelerate
the Elimination of Cervical Cancer" emphasizes vaccination, screening, and treatment, setting 90-70-90 targets by 2030.
Nevertheless, progress is being made and examples of countries committing to the elimination of cervical cancer set
examples for others to follow. The roundtable on the margins of UNGA79 served as an opportunity for leaders from G7
and G20 countries to share best practices and align on the need to put political commitment behind the policy and technical
progress being made. Success in eliminating cervical cancer can and will serve as an example for all NCDs.

ROUNDTABLE

During the discussion, policymakers from G7 and G20 countries such as Italy, USA, Germany, Japan, Indonesia, Australia,
Norway and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia shared their progress and future plans in implementing HPV related cancer
elimination plans. Whilst these countries have seen great results in achieving their WHO 90-70-90 elimination targets, still
more needs to be done to ensure equitable access specifically for underserved communities at national level and to
overcome challenges, including funding gaps and gender-related barriers.

The Roundtable participants concluded that G7 leaders should include a clear reference to preventing

HPV-related cancers for both women and men within the 2024 G7 Ministers of Health Communique,
starting with the elimination of cervical cancer in alignment with the WHO 90-70-90 strategy.

AREAS OF FOCUS

1. Investing in National Action Plans and tailored interventions

Country tailored intervention and investments in all three pillars (vaccination, screening, treatment) are essential due to
countries difference in healthcare systems capacity, access, resources especially in LMICs settings. National action plans
must involve population and patient communities to build trust and committed investment to enable broader access and
sustained progress. Systems, such as vaccination and screening registries, are helpful to track progress, reach
underserved populations and provide the insights needed to adjust and update plans. That is why, national Legislators
involvement is necessary to ensure accountability against internationally agreed targets.


https://g20healthpartnership.com/

4 v |
y 4 |

summit

2. International cooperation

International cooperation remains critical for addressing HPV and cervical cancer. National governments, international
organization together with financing institution such as Multilateral Development Banks (MdBs), the investment and private

sector sectors need to coordinate to invest heavily and sustainably and scale up globally screening and vaccinations
targets. Collaboration between Ministers of Health, Finance and international organizations will be necessary to mobilize
the support needed for rapid and efficient interventions. MdBs like the European Investments Bank (EIB) already invest
heavily to finance cancer research and vaccination initiatives; their participation in advancing the cervical cancer agenda
is critical.

3. Political Commitment

A clear political commitment from G7 and G20 leaders to prioritize cervical cancer elimination in national health strategies
and investing resources is now needed. The launch of the Quad Cancer Moonshot initiative, by the United States, India,
Australia and Japan, is a prime example of the tangible commitment of resources from G7 and G20 leaders to concretely
implement a comprehensive cervical cancer elimination strategy.

CONLUSION

Events such as this Roundtable and fora like the H20 are extremely important to share learnings on cervical cancer
elimination, reduce, understand what different stakeholders can contribute, forge partnership and advance advocacy
efforts. However, these efforts need to be followed by strong political commitments.

WHO 90-70-90 targets should be part of the G20 and G7 outcome documents, to encourage countries to take urgent
action and ensure practical and clear resolutions from the political declaration of the HLM on NCDs in 2025.

G20&G7HDP wish to acknowledge the support of MSD and BD who sponsored the costs associated with hosting
this event.
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